
What is a fire-safe cigarette? 
 
 
A fire-safe cigarette has a reduced 
propensity to burn when left 
unattended. The most common fire-
safe technology used by cigarette 
manufacturers is to wrap cigarettes 
with two or three thin bands of less-
porous paper that act as “speed 
bumps” to slow down a burning 
cigarette. If a fire-safe cigarette is left 
unattended, the burning tobacco will 
reach one of these speed bumps and 
self-extinguish.    

Fire-safe cigarettes meet an 
established cigarette fire safety 
performance standard (based 
on ASTM E2187, Standard Test 
Method for Measuring the Ignition 
Strength of Cigarettes ). 

Fire-safe cigarettes save lives 
The good news is that improved 
standards for cigarette-resistant 
materials in furniture and mattresses, 
and public education have all helped 
cut down the number of fires caused 
by smoking materials and have saved 
many lives. The bad news is that 700 
to 900 people still die each year due 
to cigarette-ignited fires. And the fact 
remains: smoking materials are the 
#1 cause of fire deaths in the United 
States. 

There is no doubt that fire-safe 
cigarettes will save hundreds of lives 
each year. Deaths caused by 
cigarette fires have declined 
dramatically in New York State in the first few months that fire-safe cigarettes were mandated 
there in 2004. The use of cigarettes with a proven, reduced propensity to ignite other materials will 
save lives and offer the best opportunity to achieve the next big leap forward in fire protection.  

Is it possible for a “fire-safe” cigarette to ignite furniture or bedding? 
All cigarettes have the potential to ignite fires, but the use of “fire-safe” technology provides a 
tremendous reduction in those risks. A fire-safe cigarette cuts off the burning time before most 
cigarettes are able to ignite things like furniture or bedding material. 

Isn’t the real issue the need to educate people about using cigarettes in a responsible way? 
Actually, the real issue is that cigarettes are the leading cause of home fire fatalities every year. 
Fires started by cigarettes kill smokers and non-smokers alike. Cigarette fires also burn and injure 
thousands of people, while causing millions of dollars in property losses. But, we have the 
opportunity to prevent those horrible situations through the use of fire-safe cigarettes. 

With any fire problem, you can and should try to change the heat source (the cigarette), the items 
ignited (for example, mattress, couch), and the behavior that brings them together (that is, the 
smoker’s behavior).  And all of these strategies are being actively pursued.  The reality is that 
without changing the cigarettes, there will still be hundreds of needless cigarette-fire deaths every 
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Cigarette regulations adopted in New York, California, and 
Vermont require that no more than 25 percent of 40 
cigarettes tested burn their full length when placed on 10 
layers of standard filter paper. The established cigarette 
fire safety performance standard is based on ASTM 
E2187, Standard Test Method for Measuring the Ignition 
Strength of Cigarettes. Photo: National Institute of 
Standards and Technology. See larger image. 



year. That is why fire-safe cigarettes offer the best opportunity to achieve the next big leap forward 
in fire protection. 

Wouldn’t it be better if the U.S. had a federal standard with which each state had to comply? 
All of us wish the tobacco companies would step up and do the right thing in this situation — 
replacing traditional cigarettes with fire-safe cigarettes. But, until that happens, strong legislation 
like this is the best way to prevent fires started by cigarettes. Currently, there is gridlock at the 
federal level, yet there is tremendous progress on the state level. Until a strong fire safety standard 
can be enacted by the U.S. Congress, we must pursue regulation at the state level. And to avoid a 
patchwork of standards, the best approach is to adopt the New York State standards, just as 
California, Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Illinois  have already done. 

State Legislation – Where did it start? Where does Tennessee fit in? 
New York State was the first to require that cigarettes sold and manufactured in the state be fire-
safe. Vermont, California, Illinois, Massachusetts, and New Hampshire all adopted fire-safe 
legislation late last year. Additional states are considering fire-safe bills now, and many other 
states and jurisdictions are looking into it. In Canada, fire-safe cigarettes are mandated nationwide 
using the New York state standard.  Tennessee is proud to be one of the states with pending 
legislation (SB2306, HB 2343) and hopes to pass this legislation to protect Tennesseans. The 
State Fire Marshal’s office has recorded statistics that show from 2001-2005, 36 Tennesseans 
died in fires caused by cigarettes. During this time period, 800 fires were caused by cigarettes, with 
over $13 million in property damage from those fires. 673 of those fires occurred in residential 
occupancies. If those cigarettes had been Fire Safe Cigarettes, they would have self-extinguished. 
The potential exists with this legislation to prevent those fires. Translated, based on those actual 
numbers….we could save 36 lives, prevent 800 fires, and save over $13 million in Tennessee 
property loss! The time is now to address the fire problem, and we are excited and thankful to 
Senator Kurita and Representative Moore for their leadership.  

 

 
 

 


